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INSTRUCTIONS 
 

This abstract form and the instructions below are intended for Intel ISEF finalists.  Entrants of regional and state fairs 
may also be directed to use this form.  Please follow all local, regional or state instructions.  As an Intel ISEF finalist, 
you will receive further information and will be required to complete this abstract in an on-line abstract system 
immediately after winning at your regional or state fair.  
 
 
WRITING REQUIREMENTS 
Abstracts should be single-spaced using 12-point type from a black ribbon or laser cartridge.  Abstracts may 
not exceed 250 words and must be typed within the predefined area (5.5” tall by 6” wide).  Type title (Title 
Case required); your first name, middle initial and last name; and your school’s name, city and state within the 
first .75 inches of space within the box.  Two lines may be used for the title.  Teams must include all team 
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Example: Effects of Marine Engine Exhaust Water on Algae 
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TIPS ON WRITING 
The three most common reasons that a student is asked to rewrite the abstract are 1) including 
acknowledgements (this includes naming the research institution and/or mentor with which you were working) 
2) describing research not completed by the student finalist and 3) describing research done in previous years.  
Please limit yourself to describing research you have done in the current year.  
 
 

THE ABSTRACT ON YOUR DISPLAY BOARD 
Because your Abstract & Certification will not be considered an official one until it is stamped/embossed at 
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Information on Required Abstract & Certification for ALL Projects at the Intel ISEF

In ADDITION to the basic form requirements for ALL Projects and any other requirements due to specific areas of research, an
Abstract & Certification is required at the conclusion of research.  Details on this requirement follow.

After finishing research and
experimentation, you are required to write
a (maximum) 250 word, one-page abstract.
This should be written on the Official
Abstract and Certification Form as
provided by Society for Science & the
Public.  The abstract should include the
following:

a) purpose of the experiment
b) procedure
c) data
d) conclusions

It may also include any possible research
applications. Only minimal reference to
previous work may be included.  An
abstract must not include the following:

a) acknowledgments (including
naming the research institution and/
or mentor with which you were
working), or self-promotions and
external endorsements

b) work or procedures done by the
mentor
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4. This project is a continuation of previous research.

5. My display board includes non-published photographs/visual depictions
of humans  (other than myself):

6.  I/We hereby certify that the abstract and responses to the above statements
are correct and properly reflect my/our own work. yes             no
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